
The Value of Voice Lessons 
What do students learn by taking voice lessons? 

• Singing with healthy technique in a variety of styles/genres (such 
as classical, pop, jazz and musical theater) 

• Musicianship by learning the basics of reading rhythm and pitch, 
and developing skills in song learning. 

• Performing in voice studio recitals, demonstrating vocal growth, 
as well as skills in memorization, presentation and storytelling. 

• Music Appreciation through listening to and learning a wide 
variety of music and genres. 

• Improved Learning Skills by discovering student’s learning style, 
and how to cater to their strengths both inside and outside the 
voice studio. 

• Work Ethic, Accountability and Independence as students 
continue to take lessons, and the teacher continues to assign tasks 
and hold students accountable for followthrough.  
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“Voice Lessons 
Gave Me 
Confidence. 
I used to be too 
scared to raise my 
hand in class. My 
grades were 
suffering because I 
wouldn’t 
participate. But 
performing in 
recitals forced me 
to breathe and to 
face my nerves. I’m 
so much more 
confident to speak 
in front of the class 
now. I still get 
nervous, but voice 
lessons have 
helped me know I 
can get through it.” 

— Former 
student
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Voice Lessons 101 
A “Getting Started Guide” for students and parents



Starting Off Right 
How can students be set up for success? 

• Establish a dedicated music area in the home so the 
student can practice during the week. Area should 
have: 

✤ Piano or keyboard 
✤ Speaker(s), CD player, or amp with 

necessary cords and power source 
✤ Ample lighting 
✤ Music binder with dividers, lined paper, pen, 

and pencil 
✤ CD or device with study recordings 
✤ If nearsighted, a durable music stand 

• Parents and students should ensure that students have regular access to their recordings. I 
cannot stress how important this is. Students who listen to their recordings improve; students 
who do not listen to their recordings do not improve.  
If students have restrictions placed on their electronics… have an alternate solution available for 
their voice lesson songs (CD with CD player; playlist on computer; playlist on current device, as 
well as alternate/old device that can be repurposed as a music player).  
If you are experiencing technical difficulties in setting up recordings… please refer to the provided 
handout. If you are still having trouble, find creative solutions. Search the internet for help; 
brainstorm possible issues and workarounds; ask friends or Beth for help!  
It is entirely counterproductive for students to take voice lessons without access to their recordings. 

• Parents should ensure that students check their music binder multiple times each week. Each 
lesson, I write the date and what the student should prepare for the next lesson. Students should 
aim to complete tasks and items to practice within a few days after each lesson. That way, they 
have time to sort out any issues that may arise. I truly believe this shapes how a student thrives in 
the world. Everybody encounters challenges and closed doors. Successful people find solutions. 

“Thank you for challenging me. The songs you 
gave me were beautiful to listen to but always left 
me working to be better.” — Former student 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• Students should complete a lesson day checklist before their lesson time. This will help the 
student get the most out of their time with me, and also encourages personal responsibility.  

✤ If using a device, device is present, in airplane mode, and charged (option to bring charger 
to lessons) with either bluetooth turned on or connecting via headphone/aux in cord 

✤ Music binder assignments are complete (see above) 
✤ Lesson payment (cash, check or Venmo/Pay.mo) complete 
✤ Water bottle (can be filled using fridge in waiting area) 
✤ Student has gone to the bathroom, had at least 15 minutes prior to the lesson to calmly 

prepare, and is relatively well slept, fed, and hydrated. 

• Students are in the driver’s seat. While I encourage parents to be involved and to hold their 
children accountable, students need to do the work themselves. If they are struggling, parents 
should support them without doing the work for them. This is how they become independent 
learners. I also strongly encourage students in 8th grade and older to communicate directly with 
me (instead of their parents doing it for them) in regard to questions, lesson conflicts, and so on.  

A Teacher In Your Corner 
Can students receive help with other music? 

You now have me as a resource — use me!  

If you are auditioning for a show, working on a solo for 
choir, learning a role, need a letter of recommendation, 
are applying to college music programs, or anything 
else having to do with music and singing, tell me!  

I consider it my job to help you be successful in these 
areas, and I will always go the extra mile to empower 
you as much as I can. 
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